
The Resource Governance Index shows good practices and areas of reform  
in 28 African countries

Transparency and accountability help countries realize the benefits of mining, oil and gas. The 2017 Resource 
Governance Index shows that in Africa, where according to the African Development Bank, 30 percent of the 
world’s mineral resources are found, there is great variance in transparency between and within countries. To im-
prove on their index scores, and more importantly, to facilitate public debate, manage expectations and negotiate 
sustainable deals, governments in countries where mining is economically important can publish information on 
mining contracts and social and environmental impacts. And while many have made progress on revenue trans-
parency, they could release more timely and detailed data on payments made to governments, including at the local 
level, and how the monies are used for development. Companies, too, can release such information to the public.
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13 1 Ghana (oil and gas) 67 65 65 70

18 2 Botswana 61 40 62 81

20 3 Burkina Faso 59 66 54 57

23 4 South Africa 57 50 40 80

24 5 Ghana (mining) 56 61 37 70

28 6 Côte d'Ivoire 55 60 60 46

30 7 Cameroon 54 59 70 33

31 8 Niger 54 55 60 47

35 9 Mali 53 48 70 42

36 10 Tanzania (oil and gas) 53 65 40 53

40 11 Zambia 50 58 35 58

41 12 Mozambique 50 66 42 43

42 13 Tanzania (mining) 49 54 40 53

49 14 Sierra Leone 46 62 35 40

51 15 Uganda 44 42 42 47

52 16 Liberia 44 59 30 41

55 17 Nigeria 42 50 44 31

57 18 Ethiopia 40 46 38 37

58 19 Congo 39 45 44 29

63 20 Guinea* 38 53 24 37

65 21 Gabon 36 18 47 44

68 22 Madagascar 36 36 34 38

70 23 Angola 35 50 31 25

72 24 Chad 34 39 43 19

75 25 Democratic Republic of Congo (mining) 33 52 35 12

76 26 South Sudan 32 42 47 5

81 27 Zimbabwe 29 37 30 20

84 28 Democratic Republic of Congo (oil and gas) 25 44 20 12

85 29 Equatorial Guinea 22 29 18 17

86 30 Sudan 21 26 26 11

88 31 Eritrea 10 15 5 10

* Guinea’s index score was revised in late 2017. For latest scores and latest scores and justifications  
visit www.resourcegovernanceindex.org/about/data-clarifications
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Assessed  
sector Madagascar  |    |  -16

Mozambique  |    |  -18

Zimbabwe  |    |  -1

Botswana  |    |  0

South Africa  |    |  -7

South Sudan  |    |  -58

Ethiopia  |    |  -19

Chad  |    |  -12

Eritrea  |    |  -16

Niger  |    |  -29

Sudan  |    |  -5

Uganda  |    |  -11

Democratic Republic of Congo  |    |  -16

Democratic Republic of Congo  |    |  -6

Tanzania  |    |  -29

Tanzania  |    |  -26

Zambia  |    |  3

Gabon  |    |  -11

Equatorial Guinea  |    |  -36

Cameroon  |    |  -15

 Nigeria  |    |  -18

Congo  |    |  -37

Angola  |    |  -3

Ghana  |    |  -7

Ghana  |    |  -7

Guinea  |    |  -22

Burkina Faso  |    |  -36

Sierra Leone  |    |  -12

Côte d’Ivoire  |    |  -15

Liberia  |    |  -32

Mali  |    |  -10

Differential

Point differential between average practice and 
law scores in the 2017 Resource Governance Index

In most countries, resource governance practices lag behind improved laws
Over the past decade, many African countries have adopted new oil, gas and mining laws in attempts to 

attract investment while ensuring governments and citizens benefit. Increased provisions for transparency 
and accountability in these laws result in Africa’s legal frameworks scoring on par with other regions in the 

2017 Resource Governance Index. But benefits of a robust legal framework materialize only when rules are 
implemented and enforced. Contrasting the results for  

laws and actual practices on the ground, 26 out of the  
28 countries assessed perform better when it  

comes to legislated rules than practices,  
and this gap is wider in sub-Saharan Africa than  

in any other region. Better compliance and  
enforcement would increase trust between  

stakeholders, help minimize conflicts and  
ensure equitable sharing of benefits.

The Natural Resource Governance Institute, an independent, non-profit organization, helps people 
to realize the benefits of their countries’ oil, gas and mineral wealth through applied research, and 
innovative approaches to capacity development, technical advice and advocacy.  
Learn more at www.resourcegovernance.org
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For further findings, explore the index data by visiting resourcegovernanceindex.org.


